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Warning Against Heedlessness 


Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, and seek His aid 
and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our 
souls, and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides none 
can misguide, and whomsoever Allah leaves to go astray none 
can guide. | testify that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah, alone with no partners. And | testify that our Prophet 
Muhammad is His slave and messenger. May Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him, as well as his family and companions in 
abundance. 


Amma ba‘d:!2! 


O Slaves of Allah! Fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, 
and be conscious of Him in secret and in open. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimoon:!?! 


Allah sent His messengers to bring people out of darkness 
into light. Whoever answers their call goes towards the light of 
guidance, and whoever does not answer their call will remain in 
the darkness of ignorance and neglecting one's soul and its 
perfection. 


Heedlessness of the religion and the hereafter is the root of 


) This khutbah was delivered in Al-Masjid An-Nabawi on Friday the 20" of 
Muharram 1446AH. 


7] Translator's note: "Amma ba‘d" is a phrase used to separate between the 
introduction and the topic of the sermon. It can be translated as: "To 
proceed". 


BI Translator's note: "Ayyuhal-Muslimoon" is an address meaning: "O Muslims". 
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all evils, and one of the greatest diseases of the hearts. Because 
of it, the slave is deprived of the good and pleasure of this world 
and the hereafter, and no deficiency enters upon the slave 
except through it. 


And indeed, Allah took the covenant from the children of 
Adam that He is their Lord and deity, so that they do not make 
the excuse of being heedless for themselves. Allah (the Most 
High) says: 


SE zo ir ie iz Be Ott 0 AG TA ee Rae “Gur o came 2-7 BO Abe GS 42 = 
of Bags 51ê a A Heh GE RIGES HEJ way seb Lye SÎ ea oa EES i 5J5 
GbE eS û iyi 


{And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of 
Adam - from their loins - their descendants and made them 
testify of themselves, [saying to them], 'Am I not your Lord?' 
They said, 'Yes, we have testified.' [This] lest you should say on 
the Day of Resurrection, 'Indeed, we were heedless of this.'} 
[Al-A'raf: 172] 


And Allah (the Most High) revealed the Noble Quran as a 
decisive proof (so that no one comes and says that they were 
unaware of Allah's warning, for this will not benefit them on the 
Day of Resurrection). Allah (Glorified is He) said: 


EÓ AAS Sa El ASE IG T Sts Ling 
Pan ù zz oe, Soe o 04,7 A ZR, 4 EA - °¢ 
al peels ê Û O15 CS be lb le Cudi J ji uj 8 oT 
(And this is a blessed Book which We have revealed, so 
follow it and fear [Allah] that you may receive mercy. [We 
revealed it] lest you say, 'The Scripture was only sent down to 


two groups before us, but we were of their study unaware.') 
[Al-An'am: 155-156] 


And Allah forbade His Messenger (may Allah's peace and 
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blessings be upon him) from being among the heedless in His 
statement: 
5B Çı B55 VP 
{And do not be among the heedless.} [Al-A'raf: 205] 
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) 
sought refuge from heedlessness by saying: "O Allah, | seek 
refuge in You from inability, laziness, miserliness, becoming 


senile from old age, harshness, and heedlessness." (Narrated by 
Ibn Hibban) 


And Allah commanded His Messenger (may Allah's peace 
and blessings be upon him) to warn the people before they feel 
regret for their heedlessness: 

GAY Mê 3 85 BM el adi çu asiy 


{And warn them of the Day of Regret when the matter will 
be decided while they are in heedlessness and they do not 
believe.) [Maryam: 39] 


And Allah (Glorified is He) informed [mankind] of the 
closeness of their reckoning, so that they may awaken from their 
heedlessness: 


ee) Nos GE ML BO OB ob Oe ETA 
do yê yê Mab ê ero eel k> LW OBI} 


{{The time of] people's judgement has drawn near, while 
they are in heedlessness turning away.} [Al-Anbiya: 1] 


And He (the Most High) condemned those who know the 
apparent of the world while being heedless of the hereafter: 


£5 bÉ ^ aN os "y Saul st Zara 
{They know the outward appearance of the worldly life but 
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they are heedless of the Hereafter.) [Ar-Rum: 7] 


And every nation which is no longer admonished and 
reminded falls into heedlessness: 


66 kû ê IU ll u Uji 52> 
{To warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so 
they are unaware.} [Yasin: 6] 
And Allah has informed that many people are heedless of His 
signs: 
45 da UT bê 0 | 5 > 
{And indeed, many of the people are heedless of Our signs.} 
[Yunus: 92] 


Among the causes of heedlessness is the love of this world, 
being attached to it, and prioritising it over the Hereafter. Allah 
(Exalted is He) said: 


te i BSS a a cage IA Og ıe tı Se ÇAN aL yaqî, Sp 
dO BN Ga ASG a LÎS H453 peo Se AJ cb Gulli SI 
{That is because they preferred the worldly life over the 
Hereafter and that Allah does not guide the disbelieving people. 
Those are the ones upon whose hearts, hearing, and vision Allah 


has set a seal. And it is those who are the heedless.} [An-Nahl: 
107-108] 


Some of the wise have said: "Whoever looks at the world 
without the intent of pondering over it, his heart's insight will be 
obscured to the extent of that heedlessness." 


Turning away from reciting the Quran and remembering 
Allah leads to heedlessness and the death of the heart. The 
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Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"The example of the one who remembers his Lord and the one 
who does not remember his Lord is like that of the living and 
the dead." (Agreed upon). Neglecting the Friday prayers out of 
laziness and neglect causes heedlessness. The Prophet (may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "People will stop 
leaving the Friday prayers, or Allah will seal their hearts, and 
then they will be among the heedless." (Narrated by Muslim). 
Accompanying the heedless begets heedlessness, and Allah 
(Exalted is He) has forbidden accompanying them, obeying them, 
and accepting from them. He (the Most High) said: 


kU 35 KE GE ù dê No) 


{And do not obey one whose heart We have made heedless 
of Our remembrance.) [Al-Kahf: 28] 


It is a form of deception for a servant to commit a sin and 
then see good in return from Allah, and because of that he thinks 
that he has been forgiven. Perhaps he sees his body and wealth 
safe and sound, so he thinks that there will be no punishment for 
him. He does not realise that his heedlessness of what he has 
been punished for is one of the greatest punishments. Allah ( 
Glorified is He) says: 


OAL ES Ce ep 
{We shall gradually seize them from directions they do not 
perceive.} [Al-A'raf: 182, Al-Qalam: 44] 


Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "It means 
that He opens for them the doors of sustenance and livelihood in 
this world until they are deceived by what they are in and believe 
that they are in a good state." 
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Being safe from heedlessness is a precious and rare matter, 
for indeed heedlessness can even affect the pious slave. 
However, he quickly becomes alert, and so he remembers and 
repents. Allah (the Most High) says: 


LEN ^ pe i sce öU. K jı a Cb 5D ae p 1 as spall Np 


{Indeed, those who fear Allah - when an impulse touches 
them from Satan, they remember [Him] and at once they have 
insight.} [Al-A'raf: 176] 


Vigilance from heedlessness is the first key to goodness; and 
it is achieved by obeying the commands of Allah and His 
Messenger (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). Allah, 
(Glorified is He), said: 


KÉ KI QŠ ES) J yh 55 oD peel Za Syl Ge G 


(O you who have believed, respond pwith obedience] to 
Allah and to the Messenger when he calls you to that which gives 
you life.) [Al-Anfal: 24] 


And among the things that awaken a person from 
heedlessness is the recitation of the Noble Book of Allah; 


Get Abe 305 lA ptt SU a} 


{This is a clear statement to the people, a guidance, and an 
admonition to the righteous.} [Aal Imran: 138] 


Maintaining the five daily prayers is one of the things that 
saves one from it. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings 
be upon him) said: "Whoever observes these prescribed prayers 
will not be recorded among the heedless." (Narrated by Ibn 
Khuzaymah). And performing Qiyam Al-Layl [i.e. voluntary 
prayers during the night] with ten verses is a means of protection 
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from heedlessness. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings 
be upon him) said: "Whoever stands to recite ten verses will not 
be recorded among the heedless." (Narrated by Abu Dawood) 


The gatherings in which the Quran, Sunnah, and Islamic 
knowledge are studied remove heedlessness from the hearts. 
Allah (the Most High) says: 


RE 2 2 


Ge te (Da NA vo Ee eet atte’ Ge aS Si 
dj eS mane SE WS V5 G25 Opp 38)15 SIL (465 0 yedê Gall aa Des Fol 
on a 
CIEI 


{And keep yourself [O Prophet] patiently with those who call 
upon their Lord in the morning and the evening, seeking His 
countenance. And let not your eyes pass beyond them, desiring 
adornments of the worldly life.} [Al-Kahf: 28] 


Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "The 
gatherings of Allah's remembrance are the gatherings of the 
angels, whilst the gatherings of idle talk and heedlessness are the 
gatherings of the devils. So, let the slave choose which of the two 
is more pleasing to him and receives importance from him; for 
he will be with the people of the gathering he chose in this world 
and the Hereafter." Heedlessness is a barrier between the slave 
and his Lord, and the remembrance of Allah removes that barrier 
and repels the devil. Allah (Exalted is He) says: 


Citi ce SVG SLOG SA J Ge jl 05 Ae gE LE A6 S519) 


{And remember your Lord within yourself in humility and in 
fear without being apparent in speech - in the mornings and the 
evenings. And do not be among the heedless.} [Al-A'raf: 205] 


Performing acts of worship at times when people are 
negligent of them also saves one from heedlessness. Usamah ibn 
Zayd (may Allah be pleased with them both) said: "I asked: 'O 
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Messenger of Allah, | do not see you fasting in any month as 
much as you fast in Sha'ban.' He said: 'That is a month which 
people are neglectful of and do not pay attention to, between 
Rajab and Ramadan." (Narrated by An-Nasa’i) 


Tawbah (repentance) is a means of purifying the heart and 
being safe from heedlessness. The Prophet (may Allah's peace 
and blessings be upon him) said: "When a servant commits a sin, 
a black spot is placed on his heart. But if he refrains from it, 
seeks forgiveness, and repents, his heart is polished." i.e. that 
spot is removed, (narrated by At-Tirmidhi). 


Death is a silent admonition. The Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I forbade you 
from visiting graves, but now visit them, for indeed there is a 
reminder in visiting them." (Narrated by Abu Dawud). 
Frequently remembering death is beneficial for the heart and a 
form of protection from heedlessness. The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Frequently remember 
the destroyer of pleasures" i.e. death. (Narrated by Ahmad). 


The Shaytan anticipates the slave's moments of 
heedlessness and continues misguiding him until he covers his 
heart and makes it blind. Thus, his heedless heart becomes a 
dwelling for the Shaytan. Whoever is heedless of Allah is 
punished by having their insight veiled, preventing them from 
knowing Allah and His signs, and distinguishing between truth 
and falsehood. Allah (Glorified is He) says: 


Gf A(R eae 1S TE 13+4 ap De 290 20 OF -RI En Bo ain Ano A a oF 
enc 1353 O19 Lee Late eV RÎ IS OR OL GRI pe ANÎ Gê o SE Gelli GU Dê G pole 
WE GE 18185 BUG SS GL BS Sc tpl A Js 15.5 bys ae 


{I will turn away from My signs those who are arrogant upon 
the earth without right; and if they should see every sign, they 
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will not believe in it. And if they see the way of consciousness, 
they will not adopt it as a way; but if they see the way of error, 
they will adopt it as a way. That is because they have denied Our 
signs and they were heedless of them.") [Al-A'raf: 146] 


If heedlessness overcomes a person, then he does not truly 

understand, see, hear, or comprehend. 
ob ENG del al 6 pots VOT MÎS GO helî Viol nals O eee Ob Gal) 
46 sath 28 BI Lal 

{They have hearts with which they do not understand, they 
have eyes with which they do not see, and they have ears with 
which they do not hear. They are like livestock; rather, they are 
more astray. They are the heedless.} [Al-A'raf: 179] 


And heedlessness is a reason for Allah to take revenge from 
a slave and destroy him. Allah (the Most High) said: 


< Sale Ge | $55 GUL 1 55 EL Ah HEZÊ E CU 


{So We took retribution from them, and We drowned them 
in the sea because they denied Our signs and were heedless of 
them.) [AI-A'raf: 136] 


And Allah has threatened the heedless with the Hellfire. He 
(the Most High) said: 


#0 bê GU Dê ÇA Sally @ Îs Gl all 555 G@0 y2 5N Gali öj» 
2 o 2 @ 2 en A 2 
gO paS ISE Ley FU Aag dıl I 
{Indeed, those who do not expect the meeting with Us and 
are satisfied with the worldly life and feel secure therein and 


those who are heedless of Our signs - their refuge is the Fire 
because of what they used to earn.} [Yunus: 7-8] 
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On the Day of Resurrection, the veil covering their hearts will 
be lifted, and they will see what they used to deny. 


disan çi 1525 Ballas GES LA RSS TA Ca AR a Cis Alp 
{Indeed, you were in heedlessness of this, so We have 


removed from you your cover, and your sight, this Day, is sharp.) 
[Qaf: 22] 


And they will acknowledge their heedlessness and regret it. 
a kı KL SE LS ûy E Gull j2 1an ga KE GARÎ de gh oy 
{And the true promise is approaching; then suddenly the 


eyes of those who disbelieved will be staring [in horror], 'O woe 
to us; we had been in heedlessness of this.'} [Al-Anbiya: 97] 


And when they enter the Hellfire, they will again regret their 
heedlessness. 


Gel ezl gS us jı5 east jijû) 


tAnd they wil say: If only we had been listening or 
reasoning, we would not be among the companions of the 
Blaze.) [Al-Mulk: 10] 


Wa Baʻd!“, Ayyuhal-Muslimoon: 


The heedless person is not unknown to Allah. Allah (the 
Most High) said: 


dO JAN GE pG GÛ; U) 


{And your Lord is not unaware of what you do.) 
[Al-An'am: 132] 


lw! Translator's note: When coming at the end of a sermon, this phrase can be 
understood to mean: "To conclude". 
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The root of all evil is heedlessness and lust. Heedlessness of 
Allah and the Hereafter closes the door to goodness, while lust 
opens the door to evil. The further the heart is from Allah, the 
quicker is it overcome by spiritual sickness. The closer one is to 
Allah, the further away these sicknesses are from his heart. 
Distance from Allah has different levels, some more severe than 
others, and there is no escape from the calamity of sins except 
by freeing oneself from heedlessness. 


A‘udhu billahi minash-shaytanir-rajim®! 
dûzê ne SI Çi all! Sap 


{So flee to Allah! Indeed, | am to you from Him a clear 
warner.} [Adh-Dhariyat: 50] 


May Allah bless me and you by the Quran... 


DI Translator's note: This phrase means: "I seek refuge in Allah from the 
accursed Shaytan". 
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The Second Sermon 


All praise is to Allah for His excellence and kindness, and 
gratitude is due to Him for His guidance and favours. | testify that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone having no 
partners, glorifying Him; and | testify that Muhammad is His slave 
and messenger, may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, as 
well as his family and companions in abundance. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimoon: 


The Shaytan reaches the slave through heedlessness, lust, 
and anger. The heart becomes rusty with heedlessness and sin, 
and it is polished through seeking forgiveness and the 
remembrance of Allah. One of the signs of a healthy heart is that 
it continues to guide its owner until they repent to Allah, submit 
to Him, and rely on Him. 


Whoever is heedless of himself, his time passes by, and his 
regrets intensify. So, make up for what has passed with what 
remains. Whoever rectifies what remains will be forgiven for 
what has passed. The wise person is the one who holds his soul 
to account, rebukes it, corrects its path and rectifies its mistakes. 
In the night, he reflects on his actions by day. Ibn Hibban (may 
Allah have mercy on him) said: "The most intelligent of people 
are those who constantly hold themselves accountable." 


Thereafter, know that Allah has commanded you to send 
peace and blessings [upon His Prophet]... 
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